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SHIRE OF NARROGIN–TOWN OF NARROGIN MERGER 
CITY OF PERTH — EXPANSION 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [9.14 am]: I rise to inform the house 
of a historic day for Western Australian local governments, with the merger of the last of the doughnut councils. 
From 1 July, the Shire of Narrogin will join with the Town of Narrogin to form a single council. 
To provide some history of how doughnut councils came into existence, I take members back to 1892 when the 
Narrogin Road Board was formed to look after the growing population and the coming railway line. Over the 
next decade, there was a growing feeling that the town deserved its own local government that was separate from 
the agricultural interests of the surrounding area and in 1906 the Municipality of Narrogin was formed. In the 
1900s, Narrogin council regulated a range of services, including horse carts, dog licences, sanitation, electricity 
and the municipal shower baths. It also dealt with a wide range of issues including goats eating the street trees 
and cows roaming the streets. With the introduction of the Local Government Act 1960, the two bodies went on 
to form the current Shire and Town of Narrogin. 
Work began on the merger of the two councils several years ago. I acknowledge the commitment of both current 
and former councillors and staff in driving change. I look forward to attending the celebrations tomorrow with 
Mayor Leigh Ballard; shire president, Councillor Richard Chadwick; and the member for Wagin. 
I remind the house that tomorrow also marks the expanded boundaries of the City of Perth. Perth’s major 
landmarks will be part of a bigger, stronger capital city and will help build a world-class medical and research 
precinct. The expanded boundaries of the City of Perth will include Western Australia’s oldest university, a vital 
health precinct with the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre and Perth Children’s Hospital, and iconic 
Kings Park, which is visited by millions of people every year. The Cities of Perth and Subiaco have been 
working together to ensure a smooth transition for community services and bin pickups in the area. 
On behalf of the Liberal–National government, I wish the new Shire of Narrogin and the City of Perth every 
success in looking after the needs of their communities into the future. 
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